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CONFEDERATION OF EMPLOYERS AND INDUSTRIES OF SPAIN: ROADMAP – 
DESCARBONISATION OF TRANSPORT. 
 
CEOE believes that mobility is and will be a key component of the European economy. Having 
affordable mobility is critical to ensuring the quality of life of European citizens and ensure 
economic growth of our region. 
 
Policy measures to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases must be based on achievable and 
realistic objectives to ensure lower costs for society. It is therefore important to perform an 
economy-wide/cross-sectorial approach to reducing emissions across all economic sectors, 
identifying and undertaking first measures more cost efficient. As recognized by the European 
Commission impact assessment accompanying the document "Commission's White Paper on 
the Future of Transport", measures to reduce GHG emissions in transport are the most 
expensive and require more time and effort for full implementation than alternatives in other 
sectors in the EU. The EU 2030 framework should achieve consistency between the CO2 
abatement cost in transport and the rest of the economy, so that all technologies and 
fuels/energy can compete on a level playing field based on their technical/economic 
performances and contribution to the progressive reduction of GHG emissions in transport. 
 
As indicated in this document, the transport sector (trains, airplanes, ships, cars, vans, buses 
and trucks) accounts for 24% of GHG emissions in Europe. It is important to note that both 
conventional fuels used for transportation (gasoline or diesel) as any other alternative energy 
source that could be used in this sector (electricity, natural gas, hydrogen, etc.) produce 
greenhouse gas emissions which depend on the route chosen for production. 
 
Policy Measures for Transport: 
 

1. CEOE agrees with the document when considering that the policies of Climate and 
Energy in transport must take a holistic approach, considering alternative fuels and 
efficient vehicles but also other options such as traffic management, infrastructure 
improvements, driver education and driver behavior. All are alternatives with a high 
potential for reducing emissions. 

 
2. As recognized in the document, there is no single solution to the challenge posed, so 

transport policies affecting fuels and vehicles must be defined with the participation of 
all stakeholders (vehicle manufacturers, fuel suppliers, infrastructure and users). The 
proposed measures must be cost / effective, technologically neutral, stable and 
predictable over time. 

 
3. To ensure a fair comparison of different vehicles and energy alternatives for transport, 

which allows selecting the optimal solution by the user, it is important that political 
decisions are underpinned by analysis of life cycle of different options. Depth analysis 
on the maturity of new technologies for transport against the potential for improving 
those already implemented should be key to take the right decisions. 

 
4. CEOE is aware of the complexity that may have to implement a cross-sectorial 

approach for the abatement of GHG emissions. Therefore it supports, as a transitional 
measures to be implemented in the short to medium term: 
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a) A continuation of efficiency targets on vehicles, provided that technological 
neutrality and objectives are realistic and achievable by the different technologies 
available. 
 

b) With regard to the obligations of use of renewables in transport and reduction of 
emissions intensity of fuels, we consider vital to avoid overlaps and inefficiencies 
that currently exist between Directives. CEOE supports the conclusion referred to 
in this document regarding non-continuity of mandates on emission intensity of 
transport fuels by its enormous complexity of implementation, the distortion 
between countries with different market structure of fuel and overlapping with 
other Directives. 

 
c) Promoting the use of advanced biofuels, economically viable and with low ILUC 

values. At the same time it would be necessary to avoid the proliferation of 
multiple grades of fuel for transport by assuming consumer confusion and cost 
increases for our sector. 

 
Concerning the paragraph related to “Fair and efficient pricing”, and in case of a mandatory 
implementation of a charging system for the use of road infrastructure, the revenues need to 
be ear-marked and reinvested into the transport system (both infrastructure and road 
transport), preserving the competitiveness of transport sector. It should be neutral and 
distributed among all users without distinction of nationality or purpose of use (commercial, 
touristic, industrial, recreational etc.). 
 

 


